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C
oncentric circles of secur-
ity surrounding Front
Street, ringed with

barbed-wire fences three
metres high. Bay Street, Uni-
versity Avenue and Yonge
Street closed off to pedes-
trians, above and below
ground. Designated protest
zones and inaccessible subway
stops. Condo residents flashing
ID while their vehicles are
searched by sniffer dogs. Busi-
ness closings. A barricaded
Gardiner Expressway. Peter
Mansbridge getting the pat-
down on his way to work at
the CBC.

Those are just some scena-
rios for this June, when Toron-
to’s Metro Convention Centre
plays host to the G20, an inter-
national summit that will
flood the downtown core with
foreign leaders, their handlers,
security details – and the
throngs of media and protest-
ers who follow them.

The two-day meeting on
June 26 and 27 is a chance for
Toronto to join the ranks of
London and Washington as an
epicentre for international pol-
icy debate, and to reap the at-
tention, respect and tourist
dollars that flow from such
high-profile extravaganzas. It’s
also an opportunity to be a
player on the international
scene, to feed Jamie Kennedy’s
poutine to Barack Obama, get
Silvio Berlusconi tipsy on Ni-
agara region ice wine and see
if Nicolas Sarkozy will be dis-

tracted by our young female
delegates.

But the G20 also has a legacy
of violent protests and multi-
million-dollar cost overruns,
bestowing little benefit other
than bragging rights. It will
transform the Convention
Centre into the biggest secur-
ity fortress the city has ever
seen, forcing the city to figure
out whether it can welcome
the world while still function-
ing as a home.

“Business in the city of To-
ronto has to go on, and we’re
going to do everything we can
to facilitate that,” said Police
Chief Bill Blair in a meeting
with The Globe and Mail’s ed-
itorial board this week.
“There’s a great deal of work
that’s already been going on
with the security services in
order to make sure these
things happen.”

Ottawa, which is paying for
the security measures, made
the G20 venue official yester-
day, and in the meantime, To-
ronto Police have been
developing a plan with the
RCMP and OPP to achieve
their delicate mission: protec-
ting delegates without stymie-
ing protests, enforcing security
protocols without shutting
down the city’s infrastructure
and its business core.

Louise Comfort, a professor
of emergency management at
the University of Pittsburgh,
has studied the handling of
G20 summits and says these
events are a blessing – and a
potential curse.
77 SEE ’G20’ PAGE 6
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The
summit
of all fears

If G20 history is any guide,
city councillor Adam
Vaughan might have a
point: June’s meeting gives
Toronto a platform to strut
its stuff, but it also might
bring the city to its knees 

BY SIRI AGRELL 
AND ANNA MEHLER PAPERNY

Conspiracy in
the alleys
Why are there
suddenly so many
cheesy signs in
Cabbagetown? 
PAGE 7 0

Conspiracy on
the airwaves
Call us
suspicious, 
but alternative
theorists are
sneaking into 
the mainstream
PAGE 5 0

W
hether rock music can
actually change the
world remains open

for debate, but the team plan-
ning the largest music festival
in Toronto’s history might ac-
tually have the credentials to
put it to rest.

“The world is now in an even
deeper position than the Cold
War and Vietnam. There’s
trouble in every country …
this is a chance to give hope,
and who’ll do it if not the old
Woodstockers?”

So says Artie Kornfeld, the
music executive and promoter
who co-organized the original
famed festival back in 1969 at
Max Yasgur’s farm in upstate
New York. The Florida resident
has teamed with Montreal art-
ist David Kam to put together
a show unlike anything the
city has seen before, combin-
ing music with efforts to
achieve world peace and fight
poverty and climate change.

Like 2003’s “SARS-stock,”
the Imagine Music Festival will
be at Downsview Park, but this
time the crowds would com-

mune for two days, on July 10
and 11.

Organizers had hoped to
schedule it during the G20
summit in late June but, per-
haps a bit too caught up in the
good vibes of it all, didn’t take
into account the logistical
challenges, particularly secur-
ing police officers, who will be
busy protecting the planet’s
most powerful leaders.

But can he really bring the
Age of Aquarius to the Era of
Anxiety?

“Not that again, but some-
thing as important again? Yes,”

says Mr. Kornfeld, who says
he’s discussed the show with
everyone from Pearl Jam and
Rage Against the Machine to
the Foo Fighters and Lady Ga-
ga.

More like the muddy, back-
to-the earth ecstasy of Wood-
stock ’69 than the silicon
boobs and bonfires of Wood-
stock ’99, this festival will aim
to tune in to the world, not
drop out of it. Attendees can
compete in sustainability con-
tests, visit the green expo or
participate in a mass release of
butterflies. Technology will

create a true Global Village,
Mr. Kam hopes, with Internet
voting allowing users across
the globe to voice their con-
cerns. Mr. Kam hopes to pre-
sent a million-signature
petition to the G20 leaders.
Three re-recordings of John
Lennon’s Imagine (an all-star
affair, a club mix and one for
local markets) are planned.
Artists such as Damien Hirst
are being drafted to paint gui-
tars used in the recording ses-
sions to be autographed and
auctioned off, said Mr. Kam.
77 SEE ’CONCERT’ PAGE 6

FESTIVAL

Imagine all the people
Original Woodstock producer and Montreal artist team up to bring modern show of flower power to Downsview Park after the G20

Not blowing smoke: promoter
Artie Kornfeld BETTE MARSHALL FOR

THE GLOBE AND MAIL 

BY DAVID FLEISCHER



Berkeley Events
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The Berkeley Field House, 311 Queen Street East

416-847-3664 / www.lashsales.ca

UpCountry, Andrew Richards, David Craig,

Eurotex, Armani, Versace, Gucci andmore.

Huge discounts on designer products. All inventory is limited.
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Toronto

the constrictions of the campus
left them no where to go, and
things soon got ugly.

“Instead of moving the line up
a little bit so the students could
actually see, they started throw-
ing tear gas at the crowd, which
was immediately perceived as ex-
cessive and inappropriate,” said
Ms. Comfort. 

The aggressive response an-
gered the initially peaceful crowd.
Violence ensued, nearby streets
vandalized. A text message sent
to students by the University of
Pittsburgh read: “Conditions may
be deteriorating in Oakland. Stud-
ents are advised to remain near
their residences.”

Recent history suggests that hosting the G20 summit will require some serious post-game damage control. 

When foreign dignitaries gath-
ered there in September, 2009,
local police were prepared, but
too willing to take a hard line, ac-
cording to Louise Comfort, a pro-
fessor of disaster management.

One dinner for dignitaries was
hosted on the University of Pitts-
burgh campus, where Prof. Com-
fort works. Another university,
Carnegie Mellon, is located next
door and classes were in session
at both schools during the event.
A large group of students gath-
ered for a glimpse of President
Barack Obama, crowding into a
space between police barricades
and a large ravine. When the po-
lice asked the group to back up,

Earlier that year, security for the
April G20 summit was dubbed
Operation Glencoe and boasted a
price tag of nearly $12-million, the
highest security expenditure in
British history. Six police forces
were used during the operation,
three light rail stations were
closed and residents were re-
quired to carry two forms of iden-
tification. The security operation
began with a preemptive search
operation of the site. A fence
three metres high and a fifty
metres-long wall was constructed
along the Thames to protect dig-
nitaries entering the building,
which was protected by three
layers of defensive barriers. There
were several protest marches, all
of which were smaller than ex-

pected, but several violent ele-
ments made protests unwieldy,
and a 47-year-old died after being
shoved by police. Anger over po-
lice handling of the event forced
Scotland Yard to investigate the
event, and they concluded that
their planning was insufficient. 

Ms. Comfort believes that pro-
testers and passersby must not
be kept too far away from the
summit site, and should be made
to feel like a part of the event.

“I think it’s important for the
police to understand that you’ve
got to create a spectacle,” said
Ms. Comfort. “You don’t want an
us versus them mentality where
ordinary people are so incensed
they start throwing rocks at po-
lice.”

LESSONS LEARNED BY OTHER HOST CITIES 8 BY SIRI AGRELL

Ten thousand protestors showed up at the G20 summit in Pittsburgh in September, 2009. CARLOS BARRIA / REUTERS

London Aggressive police angered crowd Pittsburgh Death blamed on bad planning 
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“It’s a big opportunity
for international visibil-
ity, and Toronto needs

to show that it’s a grown-up
international city and it can
handle this,” she said. “Pitts-
burgh was all excited about
having leaders come in, but
the police presence was too
constraining and harsh. They
essentially lost the respect and
support of the community.”

Last month, a delegation
from Toronto Police visited
Pittsburgh, the troubled site of
last September’s G20 summit,
to find out why they used
force against protesters. Chief
Blair spoke to the head of
their police force to glean oth-
er lessons learned. The revital-
ized Rust Belt city brought in
6,000 additional police and
national guardsmen for the
event, but still found it diffi-
cult to balance the demands of
international VIPs while keep-
ing residents happy. The area
surrounding the summit site
was inaccessible to locals, and
most were forced to avoid
downtown all together. The
summit was intended to show
off Pittsburgh’s rehabilitation,
but at one event, hundreds of
students were doused with
tear gas and blasted with a
sound cannon. The city has
since faced multiple law suits,
and police are still referring all
questions about the event to
their legal department.

The TPS also has looked into
London’s G20 summit. Secur-
ity for the April confab boast-
ed a price tag of almost
$12-million, the highest secur-
ity expenditure in British his-
tory. Six police forces were
used during the operation,
three light-rail stations were
closed, along with the roads
nearest the 100-acre ExCeL
centre venue. Although pro-
tests were smaller than expect-
ed, police still clashed with
violent elements, and a 47-
year-old bystander named Ian
Tomlinson died of a heart at-
tack after being shoved by po-
lice at a protest. A report by
Scotland Yard into police han-
dling of the summit concluded
that it was “even by interna-
tional standards … a very de-
manding day.”

Authorities failed to properly
manage protests, the report
concluded, placing partial
blame on the three short
months they had to plan.

It’s a lack of communication
between Ottawa and Toronto-
nians that worries city council-
lor Adam Vaughan, who
represents the ward where the
summit will take place. “It’s
kind of disturbing that the
people that are going to have
to bear the brunt of this are
getting silence out of Ottawa.
… The city is a big ship and
you can’t just stop it on a
dime for a couple of days and
then restart it. You’ve got to
work with the city to make it
safe,” he said.

Mr. Vaughan says he’s re-
ceived classified information
about the event’s implications,
but little alleviates his con-
cerns over planning or ex-
plains who will clean the place
up when world leaders move
on.

He is expecting multiple
rings of high-security zones,
extending south from Queen
Street, possibly as far as the
Gardiner Expressway. He pre-
dicts an absolute “no-go” area
in and around world leaders
and a second circle to keep
protesters at a distance. But
it’s not clear how big each cir-
cle will be, who will be al-
lowed in and out, and what
provisions will be made for the
thousands of people who live
and work in the area.

The Greater Toronto Hotel
Association says the event will
result in 50,000 room book-
ings, but Mr. Vaughan doubts
the summit will bring many
tourist dollars to Toronto. Dig-
nitaries and their entourages
and press corps will be seques-
tered throughout the meet-
ings, and so hotels will likely

be the only likely beneficiary.
And there has already been
some impact. The city’s annual
gay pride parade has been de-
layed by a week to accommo-
date the summit, and a
planned Twilight convention
has been moved to Ottawa. 

Chief Blair said they have
learned from the experiences
of Quebec City, Seattle, Pitts-
burgh, London and Copenha-
gen, and will be bringing in
supplementary forces from
across Canada. They are work-
ing with their provincial and
federal counterpoints to put a
communications infrastruc-
ture in place to allow easy
communication with the OPP
and RCMP and are planning a
centralized command centre.

Crowd-control issues, which
could include public speech
areas, may require local work-

ers and residents to show ID to
enter the area.

And while they hope for the
best, Chief Blair made it clear
that the authorities are also
preparing for the worst. Toron-
to is not immune to the kind
of wild protests that have
plagued previous host cities,
he said. But the force has
learned from last year’s Tamil
protests, and he said that a
show of force is not always the
best idea.

When thousands of Tamil
protesters moved onto the
Gardiner Expressway in May,
2009, operational command-
ers presented Chief Blair with
several options to clear the
roadway, all of which would
have resulted in injuries.

Instead, they let the group
stay where they were, and
closed the road instead.

“Why didn’t we go up
there?” he said. “Because we’re
not in the business of killing
people.”

But Chief Blair does not
want people to get the wrong
idea from the peaceful resolu-
tion of that protest. If things
get heated during the G20, his
force does not plan to stand
idly by.

“The Tamils conducted their
protests and stayed within cer-
tain boundaries, which was no
damage, nobody hurt,” he
said. 

“If protesters want to come
to Toronto and do that, I’ll fa-
cilitate that. If they want to
cross that line, and start
breaking windows and damag-
ing property and putting peo-
ple at risk, then there will be a
different response from the
police.”

FROM PAGE 1 8 G20

‘Toronto needs to show it’s a grown-up city’

1,000
Number of jail cells made avail-
able by Pittsburgh city officials in
the lead-up to their G20 summit
in September, 2009. 

300
People arrested on minor viola-
tions who were released to free
up those jail cells.

$50,000
Amount of property damage to
city.

$20,000
Amount of damage done by one
man who smashed the windows
of a Citizens Bank branch. 

6,000
Number of police and National
Guard in for the event. 

84,000
Police man-hours allocated to Op-
eration Glencoe during the G20
summit in London, England. 

0
Hours of leave permitted for Met-
ropolitan Police officers during
the summit.

4:35
Total duration of formal talks. 

2
Pieces of identification residents
were required to show to enter
G20 area.

500
Official delegates who attended
London G20.

1,000
Translators and security guards
who accompanied delegates.

2,500
Armed convoys required to ferry
political leaders and diplomats
between meetings.

3
Meals prepared by celebrity chef
Jamie Oliver, including one host-
ed at Downing Street.

1,200
Size of Seattle police force during
1999 WTO protests. 

50,000
Protesters who attended.

500
Protesters arrested.

175
Protesters who sued for wrongful
arrest.

G20: BY THE NUMBERS

The organizers expect
to donate 50 per cent
of proceeds to a who’s

who of NGOs, from Save the
Children to World Wildlife
Fund and Amnesty Interna-
tional.

Though the dates at Downs-
view are not yet officially set,
Mr. Kam and Mr. Kornfeld are
expected to announce head-
liners, ticket prices and other
details by mid-March.

Mr. Kam had the original
vision for the festival three
years ago and chased down
Mr. Kornfeld, who has pro-
moted everyone from Vanilla
Ice and Tracy Chapman to
Tom Petty and the Tragically
Hip. 

The impresario admits he
gets several calls a year to
put on large-scale festivals
but what attracted him this
time, beyond Mr. Kam’s per-
sistence, was the confluence
of the G20 and the perfect
site in Toronto.

“We both want to change
the world for the better …
we’ve become spiritual broth-
ers,” says Mr. Kam, who
founded the Thinkism Art
Movement, a post-9/11 effort
that sees art as a means to
bring social issues to light.

Mr. Kam chose a familiar
song to invoke their message.

“John Lennon’s song is
about gathering dreamers to
change the world,” he says.

Mr. Kornfeld, who actually
met the man, admits Imagine

is “dated,” but don’t think
that means he’s given up on
the dream of what hundreds
of thousands of people can
do when they gather to listen

to music.
“People ask me for advice,

and I tell them it all starts
with a song.”
66 Special to The Globe and Mail
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Our summer of love may
include Lady Gaga

Organizer David Kam in the Montreal hotel room where John and
Yoko held their famous bed-in. JOHN MORSTAD FOR THE GLOBE AND MAIL
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